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Status 

1 )IEI Responsive to communication(s) filed on 25 January 2011 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1. 1 14 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 7(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
1/25/201 1 has been entered. 



Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments filed 1/25/201 1 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

2. Applicant argues that the combination of Yuyama, Takei, and Yoshinobu does 
not explicitly teach detecting a receiving state of the waves of television broadcast. 

3. In response, the examiner respectfully disagrees. Takei teaches the detection 
circuit judges the proper reception status, based on the signal level of the received 
carrier, and the control unit controls the recording operation of the recording unit, based 
on the result of such judgement [01 07] and S803 - S81 4 of Fig. 8. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
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invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1 , 3, and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable 
over Yuyama et al. (5,825,408), Takei (US 2002/0057350 A1) and Yoshinobu et al. 
(5,761,372). 

Consider claims 1 and 7, Yuyama teaches a portable telephone with functions 
of receiving television and recording capable of programmed recording comprising: a 
receiver for receiving waves of a television broadcast (a first operation mode 
(during power off) in which the receiver is used as an ordinary telephone... a third 
operation mode (during power on and the television mode selected by the video-mode 
select switch) in which the receiver is used as a television receiver in col. 16, lines 55- 
67 and 209 TV Tuner of Fig. 10). However, Yuyama does not explicitly teach receiving 
state detector for detecting receiving state of the wave of television broadcast, based on 
a reception level obtained from the waves of television broadcast, before recording; a 
memory storing programmed recording information; a detector for detecting that it is at a 
time point preceding a set start time of the programmed recording based on the 
programmed recording information stored in the memory, and a receiving state 
detection activator for activating the receiving state detector a predetermined amount of 
time preceding the set start time of the programmed recording; a judger for judging 
whether the recording is permitted based on a detected result of the receiving state 
detector; and a notifier for notifying the user that such a situation that the recording is 
not permitted occurs when it is judged that the recording is not permitted, wherein the 
receiving state comprises the reception level of the television broadcast waves, and the 
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notifier performs notification by showing on a display a message that the recording is 
not permitted. 

Takei teaches receiving state detector for detecting receiving state of the 
wave of television broadcast, based on a reception level obtained from the waves 
of television broadcast, before recording (the detection circuit judges the proper 
reception status, based on the signal level of the received carrier, and the control unit 
controls the recording operation of the recording unit, based on the result of such 
judgement [01 07] and S803 - S81 4 of Fig. 8); a judger for judging whether the 
recording is permitted based on a detected result of the receiving state detector 
(the control unit controls the recording operation of the recording unit, based on the 
result of such judgement [0107]); the receiving state comprises the reception level 
of the television broadcast waves (the detection circuit judges the proper reception 
status, based on the signal level of the received carrier [0107]), and a receiving state 
detection activator for activating the receiving state detector so that the receiving 
state detector detects the receiving state a predetermined amount of time 
preceding the set start time of the recording (There are further provided operation 
keys for instructing the recording/reproducing operation of the recording unit in [0096]. 
The user instructs the recording operation by using the operation keys. When the user 
instructs the recording operation, he/she activates the receiving state detector. 
Furthermore, the user is able to choose a time to instruct the recording operation such 
that the time chosen is preceding the set start time of the recording. The detection 
circuit judges the proper reception status, based on the signal level of the received 
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carrier, and the control unit controls the recording operation of the recording unit, based 
on the result of such judgement [01 07] and S803 - S81 4 of Fig. 8. Because the 
recording operation of the recording unit is controlled based on the result of the 
judgment, the reception status is judged before the recording operation is performed), a 
notifier for notifying the user that such a situation that the recording is not 
permitted occurs when it is judged that the recording is not permitted (a warning 
message is generated by the character generator, but there may also be utilized an 
acoustic warning [0132] and stop recording to recording medium temporarily and 
display warning in S1406 of Fig. 14), and the notifier performs notification by 
showing on a display a message that the recording is not permitted (a warning 
message is generated by the character generator, but there may also be utilized an 
acoustic warning [0132] and stop recording to recording medium temporarily and 
display warning in S1406 of Fig. 14). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to apply the known technique 
of detecting reception status based on the signal level to improve the device taught by 
Yuyama to suppress the wasted use of the recording medium and the wasted electric 
power consumption ([0017]). 

The combination of Yuyama and Takei does not explicitly teach a memory 
storing programmed recording information, and a detector for detecting that it is at a 
time point preceding a set start time of the programmed recording based on the 
programmed recording information stored in the memory. 
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Yoshinobu teaches a memory storing programmed recording information 

(the registered reservation unit information is stored in the S-RAM through the CPU, col. 
5, lines 31 -32), and a detector for detecting that it is at a time point preceding a set 
start time of the programmed recording based on the programmed recording 
information stored in the memory (the CPU registers the reservation unit so that an 
interrupt signal will be generated at the time, i.e., M seconds before the recording start 
in the timer. When the interrupt signal is generated from the timer, the CPU reads out 
the recording task program stored in the program ROM and drives and executes the 
retrieved recording task in col. 5, lines 47-50 and col. 5, lines 57-60). Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to incorporate a memory storing programmed recording information into the system 
taught by Yuyama and Takei because such incorporation would ensure the recording 
reservation information in case of electric power suspension. 

Consider claims 3 and 8, Takei teaches a portable telephone, wherein the 
receiving state detector repeats the detection operation after being activated by 
the receiving state detection activator, the judger repeats the judging operation, 
and the notifier repeats the notifying operation until it is judged that the recording 
is permitted or until the user cancels the recording (if the recording request has not 
been entered into the control unit, the control unit terminates the recording operation of 
the recording unit [0100]. The examiner considers that "the recording request has not 
been entered into the control unit" reads on the limitation "the user cancels the 
recording"). 
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Consider claims 6 and 9, Takei teaches a portable television receiver 
wherein the notifier performs notification by the production of sound (a warning 
message is generated by the character generator, but there may also be utilized an 
acoustic warning [0132]). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to TAT CHIO whose telephone number is (571)272-9563. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday 9:00 AM-5:00 PM EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Peter-Anthony Pappas can be reached on 571-272-7646. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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